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of submitted papers being accepted for presentation within the 
technical program based on their contribution, relevance, con-
ceptual clearness and overall quality. 

At the opening ceremony the participants were welcomed on 
behalf of the organizers by Prof. Sven Gotovac, Dean of the Fac-
ulty of Electrical Engineering, Mechanical Engineering and Naval 
Architecture in Split; Prof. Simun Andelinovic, Rector of the Uni-
versity of Split; Zlatko Zevrnja, Prefect of the County of Split and 
Dalmatia; Prof. Pascal Lorenz, Chair of the IEEE ComSoc France 
Chapter; Prof. Mislav Grgic, Chair of the IEEE Croatia Section and 
the Dean of the Faculty of Electrical Engineering and Computing 
in Zagreb; and Drazen Lucic, Ph.D., president of the Council of 
HAKOM. A plenary talk titled “LOOOM: Defining Control Sys-
tems for 5G”, was presented by Sandor Albrecht, Ph.D., Director 
of Network Technology, Ericsson Research, Stockholm, Ericsson 
AB, Sweden.

The technical conference program featured 17 conference 
sessions, including four special sessions and three symposia: 
the Symposium on Environmental Electromagnetic Compati-
bility, the Symposium on Green Networking, and the Sympo-
sium on Smart Environment Technologies. The special sessions 
were focused on hot topics including: RFID Technologies and 
the Internet of Things, Ad Hoc and Sensor Networks, QoS in 
Wired and Wireless Networks, and Security and Digital Foren-
sics.

Besides the scientific program, a professional workshop ded-
icated to the wide spectra of topics in ICT was organized, and 
six half-day tutorials were organized by worldwide recognized 
experts. 

In conjunction with the SoftCOM 2016 Conference, a 
Business Forum was organized featuring two workshops and 
three panel sessions with the participation of managers, exec-
utives, experts, government and institution representatives. 
The Lean Innovation Workshop and the Fifth Workshop on 
Software Engineering in Practice attracted researchers from 
academia and professionals from industry to discuss chal-
lenges and new developments in the area of communications 
software production, with a special focus on Cloud based 
systems. The Lean Innovation Workshop was organized by 
Marko Bervanakis, and moderated by Toni Mastelic, Ph.D., 
Ericsson Nikola Tesla, Croatia. The Workshop on Software 
Engineering in Practice was organized by dr.sc. Darko Hul-
jenic, Ericsson Nikola Tesla, Croatia. The Roundtable dis-
cussion on the topic “Development of Broadband Backhaul 
Infrastructure in Areas Lacking Sufficient Commercial Interest 
for Investments, using European Structural and Investment 
Funds (ESI)” was organized by Mario Weber, M.Sc., director 
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of the Croatian Regulatory Authority for Network Industries. 
The Roundtable was particularly interesting for the represen-
tatives of local communities preparing projects for devel-
opment of the broadband access infrastructure of the next 
generation. 

The Roundtable on Entrepreneurship in ICT was organized 
by Ante Dagelic, M.S. Representatives from academic institu-
tions and professionals from ICT companies discussed practical 
aspects in entrepreneurship in the area of ICT. The Roundtable 
included entrepreneurs with different backgrounds and previous 
experiences. The topics included the “cold start“ problem, rela-
tions with the government, relations with the university, human 
resources, software outsourcing, etc. 

The Ph.D. Forum provided an opportunity for Ph.D. stu-
dents to present their work in the areas of ICT related to the 
SoftCOM 2016 Conference topics to a wider community 
of researchers from academia and industry. The forum was 
intended to encourage interaction and networking among 
Ph.D. students, as well as the audience. The Ph.D. Forum 
was organized as a poster session, preceded by a fast-paced 
introduction (“pitch talk”) by each student, offering a pre-
view of the posters. The forum involved academics and 
students from universities from Zagreb, Split, Osijek, and 
Rijeka. The Forum organized by Prof. Maja Matijasevic, 
Prof. Dinko Begusic, Asst. Prof. Ognjen Dobrijevic, and 
Asst. Prof. Petar Solic.

The presentations of the student projects pursued in the frame 
of the Ericsson Nikola Tesla Summer Camp 2016, were held with-
in a special workshop session that was organized by Sasa Desic, 
M.Sc. and Goran Gasparovic (Ericsson Nikola Tesla).

The Welcome Reception by the Mayor of the town of Split 
was organized in the attractive ambience of the 1700 year old 
Diocletian Palace Basement in Split. The participants also had an 
opportunity to enjoy a visit to the historic fortress of Klis and the 
picturesque town of Trogir, which is listed in the UNESCO World 
Heritage Sites list. 

More information about the SoftCOM 2016 Conference may 
be found at: http://www.fesb.hr/softcom

The PhD Forum (awards ceremony and poster presentation shown above) and the Round 
table “Broadband Internet Access˝ (panel session shown below) have been amoung the most 
attractive events.
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The 24th International Conference on Software, Telecom-
munications and Computer Networks (SoftCOM 2016) was 
held in the attractive ambience of the Radisson Blu Resort 
Hotel, Split, September 18–20. The Conference was orga-
nized by the University of Split, Faculty of Electrical Engineer-
ing, Mechanical Engineering and Naval Architecture (FESB) 
and Crotian Communications and Information Society (CCIS) 
under the auspices of the Ministry of Science, Education and 
Sports, Croatian Academy of Engineering and Croatian Reg-
ulatory Agency for Network Industries. The Conference was 
technically co-sponsored by the IEEE Communications Society 
(ComSoc).

Researchers and experts from industry, research institutes and 
universities from 30 countries around the world submitted a total 

of 170 papers for presentation at SoftCOM 2016. Submitted 
papers were reviewed by more than 200 scientists from univer-
sities, institutes and ICT companies around the world, with 49% 

SoftCOM 2016: Meeting of Academy and 
Industry
By Dinko Begusic, Nikola Rozic, Pascal Lorenz, Josko Radic,  
Petar Solic and Matko Saric, Universiry of Split, FESB, Croatia; 
University of Haute Alsace, France

(Continued on Newsletter page 4)

A plenary talk titled “LOOOM: Defining Control Systems for 5G” has been presented by San-
dor Albrecht, PhD, Director of Network Technology, Ericsson Research, Stockholm, Ericsson 
AB, Sweden. The session has been chaired by P. Lorenz, Univ. of Haute Alsac, France, I. Stupar, 
Ericsson N. Tesla and D. Begusic, University of Split, Croatia (left to right).
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ConferenCe Calendar

2017
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NCC 2017 — Nat’l. Conference on Com-
munications, 2–4 Mar.
Madras, India
http://ncc2017.org/

IEEE DYSPAN 2017 — IEEE Dynamic 
Spread Spectrum Access Symposium, 
6–9 Mar.
Baltimore, MD
http://dyspan2017.ieee-dyspan.org/

ICIN 2017 — Conference on Innovations 
in Clouds, Internet and Networks, 7–9 
Mar.
Paris, France
http://www.icin-conference.org/

NETSYS 2017 — Int’l. Conference on 
Networked Systems, 13–17 Mar.
Göttingen, Germany
http://netsys17.uni-goettingen.de/

IEEE WCNC 2017 — IEEE Wireless Com-
munications and Networking Confer-
ence, 19–22 Mar.
San Francisco, CA
http://wcnc2017.ieee-wcnc.org/

OFC 2017 — Optical Fiber Conference, 
19–23 Mar.
Los Angeles, CA
http://www.ofcconference.org/

IEEE CogSIMA 2017 — IEEE Conference 
on Cognitive and Computational Aspects 
of Situation Management, 27–31 Mar.
Savannah, GA
http://cogsima2017.ieee-cogsima.org/

WD 2017 — Wireless Days 2017, 29–31 
Mar.
Porto, Portugal
http://www.wireless-days.com/

A  P  R  I  L

IEEE ISPLC 2017 — IEEE Int’l. Sympo-
sium on Power Line Communications 
and its Applications, 3–5 Apr.
Madrid, Spain
http://isplc2017.ieee-isplc.org/

WTS 2017 — Wireless Telecommunica-
tions Symposium, 26–28 Apr.
Chicago, IL
http://www.cpp.edu/~wtsi/

–Communications Society portfolio events appear in bold colored print. 
–Communications Society technically co-sponsored conferences appear in black italic print. 
–Individuals with information about upcoming conferences, Calls for Papers, meeting announcements, and meeting reports should send this information to: IEEE Communications 
Society, 3 Park Avenue, 17th Floor, New York, NY 10016; e-mail: p.oneill@comsoc.org; fax: + (212) 705-8996. Items submitted for publication will be included on a space-available basis.

Updated on the CommUniCations soCiety’s Web site
www.comsoc.org/conferences

 

SoftCOM 2017

General Co-Chairs Ericsson AB, Sweden and
University of Split, FESB, Croatia

TPC Co-Chairs  University of Split, FESB, Croatia and  
, University of Haute Alsace, France 

Conference contact: softcom@fesb.hr
More information
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